BEING COMMITTED IN OUR CHRISTIAN WALK
· When we come to Christ we have a new start to life
· God has much planned for every believer’s life

· The LORD is also able to restore our lives no matter how big a pit we have dug ourselves into before we come to Christ. 
· Even as a Christian we can sometimes find ourselves in challenging circumstances that may seem insurmountable. God is able to resurrect broken dreams and turn our circumstances around if we simply continually put our trust in Him. 

· King David wrote,

“Bless the Lord, O my soul, And forget not all His benefits; Who forgives all your iniquities, Who heals all your diseases, who redeems your life from destruction, Who crowns you with loving kindness and tender mercies, Who satisfies your mouth with good things, So that your youth is renewed like the eagle’s.”  (Psalm 103:2-5)
· God wants to see each of us living a life that is full of purpose and meaning – ONLY GOD’S PLAN FOR OUR LIFE WILL CONTINUALLY GIVE US A GREAT SENSE OF PURPOSE AND MEANING IN LIFE
· God is never limited by our ability, only our availability and obedience. God has a unique plan for each Christian’s life. 
· The Apostle Paul wrote, 

“For we are His workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared beforehand that we should walk in them.” (Ephesians 2:10)
· Every believer has the potential to make a profound difference in this world for eternity. The Bible makes this very clear. 
· The Apostle Paul wrote,

“Now to Him who is able to do exceedingly abundantly above all that we ask or think, according to the power that works in us.”    (Ephesians 3:20)
 “But as it is written:

“Eye has not seen, nor ear heard,

  Nor have entered into the heart of man

  The things which God has prepared for those who love Him.”

“But God has revealed them to us through His Spirit. For the Spirit searches all things, yes, the deep things of God.”                            (1 Corinthians 2:9-10)

· Every Christian can help to see many others come to Christ and encourage many others to fulfil their full potential in Christ. WHEN WE ARE COMMITTED TO THE CAUSE OF CHRIST WE WILL BE PREPARED TO MAKE SACRIFICES TO HELP OTHERS COME TO KNOW CHRIST AND TO FULFIL THEIR DREAMS. The Apostle Paul wrote,
“Therefore I endure all things for the sake of the elect, that they also may obtain the salvation which is in Christ Jesus with eternal glory.” (2 Timothy 2:10)

· The Apostle Paul helped to see many people come to Christ, planted many churches and has encouraged many Christians throughout the ages through the epistles that he wrote in the New Testament.

· The Apostle Paul however ALSO knew what it was like to endure many trials in his life.

· WHEN WE COME TO CHRIST WE ALL ENTER INTO A VERY REAL SPIRITUAL CONTEST IN WHICH THE DEVIL WILL TRY AND RENDER YOUR CHRISTIAN WITNESS INEFFECTIVE AND TO DESTROY YOUR FAITH AND GOD GIVEN DESTINY.
· Though God has a plan full of purpose and meaning for every believer’s life, we need to appropriate all that God has planned for our life by having a persistent faith. The Apostle Peter wrote,

“Be sober, be vigilant; because your adversary the devil walks about like a roaring lion, seeking whom he may devour.  Resist him, steadfast in the faith, knowing that the same sufferings are experienced by your brotherhood in the world.” (1 Peter 5:8-9)
· Many people start out well in their Christian walk but when trials and challenges come for the word’s sake, they quickly fall away and miss out on the best that God has planned for their life.

· What matters most is that we persevere in our faith and finish the Christian walk strongly.

· If we are committed to pursuing the will and plan of God for our life, we will make a great impact in this world for eternity.

· WE ALL AT TIMES WILL HAVE TO OVERCOME:
i) Temptations that would try to ensnare us and take us away from what God has planned for our life
In the book of James we read, “Blessed is the man who endures temptation; for when he has been approved, he will receive the crown of life which the Lord has promised to those who love Him.

Let no one say when he is tempted, “I am tempted by God”; for God cannot be tempted by evil, nor does He himself tempt anyone. But each one is tempted when he is drawn away by his own desires and enticed.  Then, when desire has conceived, it gives birth to sin; and sin, when it is full grown, brings forth death.  Do not be deceived, my beloved brethren.” (James 1:12-16)

GOD WILL ALWAYS MAKE A WAY OF ESCAPE WHEN WE EXPERIENCE TEMPTATIONS

The Apostle Paul wrote, “No temptation has overtaken you except such as is common to man; but God is faithful, who will not allow you to be tempted beyond what you are able, but with the temptation will also make the way of escape, that you may be able to bear it.” (1 Corinthians 10:13)
WE NEED TO CONTINUALLY OVERCOME THE SPIRIT OF THE WORLD, THE DEVIL AND THE FLESH
The greater our influence on others the greater the temptations we will invariably experience  

ii) Trials and challenges in life (We must become better and not bitter through life’s challenges)
In the book of James we read, “My brethren, count it all joy when you fall into various trials, knowing that the testing of your faith produces patience.  But let patience have its perfect work, that you may be perfect and complete lacking nothing.” (James 1:2-4)

iii) Discouragement

The Apostle Paul wrote, “And let us not grow weary while doing good, for in due season we shall reap if we do not lose heart.” (Galatians 6:9)
WE NEED TO LEARN TO ALWAYS ENCOURAGE OURSELVES IN THE LORD WHEN WE ARE EXPEREINCING TRIALS FOR OUR FAITH
Sometimes in order to help us to grow in our faith, God even begins to remove other support networks that we have relied on (such as the opinions of friends) - The more we build our life on the Rock, (on a firm faith and trust in Jesus Christ) the more we can help others in their walk with the Lord.

KING DAVID EXPERIENCED MANY TRIALS AND DISAPPOINTMENTS IN LIFE BUT HE LEARNED HOW TO ENCOURAGE HIMSELF IN THE LORD.  In 1 Kings we read,
“Now it happened, when David and his men came to Ziklag, on the third day, that the Amalekites had invaded the South and Ziklag, attacked Ziklag and burned it with fire, and had taken captive the women and those who were there, from small to great; they did not kill anyone, but carried them away and went their way. So David and his men came to the city, and there it was, burned with fire; and their wives, their sons, and their daughters had been taken captive.

Then David and the people who were with him lifted up their voices and wept, until they had no more power to weep. And David’s two wives, Ahinoam the Jezreelitess and Abigail the widow of Nabal the Carmelite, had been taken captive. Now David was greatly distressed, for the people spoke of stoning him, because the soul of all the people was grieved, every man for his sons and his daughters. BUT DAVID STRENGTHENED HIMSELF IN THE LORD HIS GOD.” (1 Samuel 30:1-6)
iv) Fears

· We will all need to overcome our fears to fulfil God’s destiny and plan for our life

· Faith is the opposite of fear

· What God calls us to do in life will invariably involve taking steps of faith and facing and overcoming our fears in life.

· In the book of Hebrews we read,

“But without faith it is impossible to please Him, for he who comes to God must believe that He is, and that He is a rewarder of those who diligently seek Him.” (Hebrews 11:6)

· The Apostle John wrote,

“There is no fear in love; but perfect love casts out fear, because fear involves torment. But he who fears has not been made perfect in love.” (1 John 4:18)


BECAUSE OF FEAR AND UNBELIEF, A WHOLE GENERATION OF THE CHILDREN OF ISRAEL FAILED TO ENTER INTO THE LAND PROMISED TO THEM BY GOD (Numbers Chapters 13 and 14)
WE MUST NOT ALLOW FEAR TO STOP US FROM FOLLOWING GOD’S PLAN AND PURPOSE FOR OUR LIFE AND FOR STANDING UP FOR OUR FAITH. The prophet Jeremiah wrote, 

“Blessed is the man who trusts in the Lord, And whose hope is the Lord.  For he shall be like a tree planted by the waters, Which spreads out its roots by the river, And will not fear when heat comes; But its leaf will be green, And will not be anxious in the year of drought, Nor will cease from yielding fruit.”  (Jeremiah 17:7-8)
THE LORD SAID TO JOSHUA BEFORE HE LED THE CHILDREN OF ISRAEL INTO THE PROMISED LAND
“Be strong and of good courage, for to this people you shall divide as an inheritance the land which I swore to their fathers to give them. (Joshua 1:6)

“Only be strong and very courageous, that you may observe to do according to all the law which Moses My servant commanded you; do not turn from it to the right hand or to the left, that you may prosper wherever you go. (Joshua 1:7)

 “Have I not commanded you? Be strong and of good courage; do not be afraid, nor be dismayed, for the LORD your God is with you wherever you go.” (Joshua 1:9)

WE ALL AT TIMES WILL NEED COURAGE TO KEEP PERSEVERING IN OUR CHRISTIAN WALK AND TO OVERCOME OUR FEARS

In the book of Acts we read,

“Now when they saw the boldness of Peter and John, and perceived that they were uneducated and untrained men, they marvelled. And they realized that they had been with Jesus.” (Acts 4:13)

As Christians we can be assured that God is always with us. Jesus Himself said to His disciples,

“... and lo, I am with you always, even to the end of the age. Amen” (Matthew 28:20)

The Apostle John wrote,

“You are of God, little children, and have overcome them, because He who is in you is greater that he who is in the world.”  (1 John 4:4)

The LORD raised up a frightened Gideon who was hiding in a Wine Press to help deliver the Children of Israel from the affliction of the Midianites. So that God would be glorified, the Lord caused the enemy’s army of 135,000 men to be defeated by Gideon’s army which consisted of just 300 men.                  (Judges Chapters 6-8) 
IF GOD IS FOR US, WHO CAN BE AGAINST US
v) The many distractions in this world,
Jesus Himself said in His explanation of the parable of the Sower, 

“Now these are the ones sown among thorns; they are the ones who hear the word, and the cares of this world, the deceitfulness of riches, and the desires for other things entering in choke the word, and it becomes unfruitful.” (Mark 4:18-19)

Jesus also said,

“And because lawlessness will abound, the love of many will grow cold, But he who endures to the end shall be saved.” (Matthew 24:12-13)  And

vi) Rejection by others including friends and family for our faith

Jesus Himself also said in His explanation of the parable of the Sower,

“These likewise are the ones sown on stony ground who, when they hear the word, immediately receive it with gladness; and they have no root in themselves, and so endure only for a time. Afterward, when tribulation or persecution arises for the word’s sake, immediately they stumble.” (Mark 4:16-17)

The Apostle Paul wrote,

“Yes, and all who desire to live godly in Christ Jesus will suffer persecution.” (2 Timothy 3:12)

Jesus also said,

“If the world hates you, you know that it hated Me before it hated you. If you were of the world, the world would love its own. Yet because you are not of the world, but I chose you out of the world, therefore the world hates you.” (John 15:18-19)

· AS CHRISTIANS WE MUST SIMPLY BE COMMITTED TO WHOLE HEARTEDLY TRUSTING THE LORD AND PURSUING HIS PLAN AND PURPOSE FOR OUR LIFE – WE HAVE ONE LIFE TO INVEST FOR ETERNITY
· If we choose to remain faithful to God’s plan for our life, all that He has planned and purposed for our life will come to pass. The Apostle Paul wrote,

“Being confident of this very thing, that He who has begun a good work in you will complete it until the day of Jesus Christ.”  (Philippians 1:6)

· No one can stop us from fulfilling God’s plan for our life except ourselves. NOTHING IS IMPOSSIBLE FOR GOD

· When the prophet Jeremiah was in prison the LORD said to him,

“Call to Me, and I will answer you, and show you great and mighty things, which you do not know.” (Jeremiah 33:3)
· DYING TO SELF IS THE KEY TO ENTERING INTO THE ABUNDANT LIFE THAT JESUS HAS PLANNED FOR US. The biggest battle that most people have is with their flesh. 

· It is only as we choose on a daily basis to give our life away for the cause of Christ, that we begin to experience the abundant life that Jesus spoke about. 

· The Apostle Paul achieved much in his lifetime for the Lord. He wrote in the book of Galatians,

“I have been crucified with Christ; it is no longer I who live, but Christ lives in me; and the life which I now live in the flesh I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave Himself for me.”  (Galatians 2:20)  

· JESUS HIMSELF SAID,

“If anyone desires to come after Me, let him deny himself, and take up his cross, and follow Me. For whoever desires to save his life will lose it, but whoever loses his life for My sake will find it. For what profit is it to a man if he gains the whole world, and loses his own soul? Or what will a man give in exchange for his soul? For the Son of Man will come in the glory of his Father with His angels, and then He will reward each according to his works.” (Matthew 16:24-27)

“Most assuredly, I say to you, unless a grain of what falls into the ground and dies, it remains alone; but if it dies, it produces much grain. He who loves his life will lose it, and he who hates his life in this world will keep it for eternal life. If anyone serves Me, let him follow Me; and where I am, there My servant will be also. If anyone serves Me, him My Father will honour.” (John 12:24-26)
GOD HAS MUCH IN STORE FOR EVERY BELIEVER’S LIFE. 

AS CHRISTIANS WE NEED TO BE SIMPLY COMMITTED TO WALKING WITH THE LORD NO MATTER WHAT IS HAPPENING IN OUR WORLD

Jesus said, Therefore do not worry, saying, ‘What shall we eat?’ Or ‘What shall we drink?’ or ‘What shall we wear?’ For after all these things the Gentiles seek. For your heavenly Father knows that you need all these things. But seek first the kingdom of God and His righteousness, and all these things shall be added to you.” (Matthew 6:25-33) 

OFTEN SOME OF THE GREATEST STRUGGLES THAT WE GO THROUGH IN LIFE ARE ON THE POINT OF A BREAKTHROUGH IN OUR LIFE

Many people give up on the point of a miracle or opt for second best. 

THERE WILL BE DIFFERENT SEASONS IN OUR LIFE – SEASONS OF PREPARATION (The winter seasons of life when God prepares people for greatness, when character is formed in our life, when God tests our commitment to His calling upon our life.)
TIMES WHEN WE THINK THAT GOD HAS FORGOTTEN ABOUT US – TIMES WHICH CAUSE US TO GROW CLOSER IN OUR WALK WITH THE LORD

DELAYS THAT WE EXPERIENCE IN ANSWERS TO OUR PRAYERS – BUT GOD’S TIMING IS ALWAYS PERFECT WHEN HE ANSWERS OUR PRAYERS

· But if we remain committed in our walk with the Lord our life will bear much fruit and we will experience the life and life more abundantly that Jesus spoke
· IN THE EXPLANATION OF THE PARABLE OF THE SOWER JESUS SAID,

“But these are the ones sown on good ground, those who hear the word, accept it, and bear fruit: some thirtyfold, some sixty, and some a hundred.” (Mark 4:20)

Jesus also said, “You did not choose Me, but I chose you and appointed you that you should go and bear fruit, and that your fruit should remain, that whatever you ask the Father in My name He may give you.” (John 15:16)

AS WE REMAIN COMMITTED IN OUR WALK WITH THE LORD WE CAN HELP MANY OTHERS AS WELL TO FULFIL GOD’S DESTINY AND PLAN FOR THEIR LIVES

In the book of Revelation we read the words of Jesus,

“And he who overcomes, and keeps My works until the end, to him I will give power over the nations.” (Revelation 2:26)

“He who overcomes shall be clothed in white garments, and I will not blot out his name from the Book of Life; but I will confess his name before My Father and before His angels.” (Revelation 3:5)

“He who overcomes, I will make him a pillar in the temple of My God, and he shall go out no more.  I will write on him the name of My God and the name of the city of My God, the New Jerusalem, which comes down out of heaven from My God.  And I will write on him My new name.” (Revelation 3:12)

I WILL NOW SHARE 4 QUICK KEYS TO HELP YOU TO BE COMMITTED IN YOUR CHRISTIAN WALK
1) KNOW THAT GOD IS SOVEREIGN IN OUR LIVES
Jesus said, “Are not two sparrows sold for a copper coin? And not one of them falls to the ground apart from your Father’s will.” (Matthew 10:29)

In Psalm 37 we read, “The steps of a good man are ordered by the LORD and He delights in his way.” (Psalm 37:23)

“Many are the afflictions of the righteous, But the Lord delivers him out of them all.” (Ps 34:19)

WE HAVE A GOD WHO IS WILLING AND ABLE TO HELP US AND WHO LOVES US WITH A PASSION

In the book of Proverbs we read, “Trust in the Lord, and do good; Dwell in the land, and feed on His faithfulness.  Delight yourself also in the Lord, And He shall give you the desires of your heart.  Commit your way to the Lord, Trust also in Him, And He shall bring it to pass.” (Psalm 37:3-5)

· AS CHRISTIANS, WHEN WE HAVE SURRENDERED OUR LIFE TO JESUS CHRIST, WE CAN BE ASSURED THAT GOD IS SOVEREIGN IN THE AFFAIRS OF OUR LIFE, EVEN WHEN WE ARE GOING THROUGH GREAT TRIALS IN OUR LIFE
· Everything that God allows us to go through in life has been filtered through His loving hands. The Apostle Paul wrote,

“And we know that all things work together for good to those who love God, to those who are the called according to His purpose. For whom He foreknew, He also predestined to be conformed to the image of His Son, that He might be the firstborn among many brethren.” (Romans 8:28-29) 

· It is often during the trials of life that we grow most in our faith and in Christlike character 
· As we continue to stay on the potter’s wheel we allow the Lord to fashion and mould us for all that He has planned for our life. In the book of Isaiah we read, “But now, O LORD, You are our Father; We are the clay, and You our potter; And we are the work of Your hand.” (Isaiah 64:8)
· Because of His great love and faithfulness we can be assured that God is working things out for the good, even in the midst of our greatest challenges. In the book of Hebrews we read,

“…For He Himself has said, ‘I will never leave you nor forsake you.”  So we may boldly say: “The Lord is my helper; I will not fear.  What can man do to me?” (Hebrew 13:5-6)

2) THE IMPORTANCE OF CONTINUALLY RENEWING OUR MIND WITH THE WORD OF GOD

· In a world which is full of negativity and ungodly values, and where Christians are often persecuted for their faith, how important it is that we continually meditate on the Word of God. The Apostle Paul wrote,
“But know this, that in the last days perilous times will come: For men will be lovers of themselves, lovers of money, boasters, proud, blasphemers, disobedient to parents, unthankful, unholy, unloving, unforgiving, slanderers, without self control, brutal, despisers of good, traitors, headstrong, haughty, lovers of pleasure rather than lovers of God, having a form of godliness but denying its power. And from such people turn away!” (2 Timothy 3:1-5)
· THE BIBLE IS FULL OF WISDOM AND PROMISES FOR EVERY BELIEVER

· As Christians we need to continually RENEW our mind with the Word of God. 

· This is a key to gaining victory in our thought life and in leading an overcoming Christian life. 
· The mind is the battlefield

· The Apostle Paul wrote,

“And do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind, that you may prove what is that good and acceptable and perfect will of God.” (Romans 12:2)
· WE MUST LEARN TO TAKE ALL WRONG THOUGHTS CAPTIVE AND BRING THEM INTO LINE WITH WHAT GOD SAYS ABOUT OUR LIFE
“For the weapons of our warfare are not carnal but mighty in God for pulling down strongholds, casting down arguments and every high thing that exalts itself against the knowledge of God, bringing every thought into captivity to the obedience of Christ.” (2 Corinthians 10:4-5)
· AS CHRISTIANS WE NEED TO BUILD OUR LIFE ON THE PROMISES OF GOD. The Apostle Paul wrote,

“For all the promises of God in Him are Yes, and in Him Amen, to the glory of God through us.” (2 Corinthians 1:20)

· MEDITATING ON AND SPEAKING OUT THE PROMISES OF GOD IN THE WORD OF GOD, HELPS TO GIVE US AN OVERCOMING FAITH. The Apostle Paul wrote,

“So then faith comes by hearing, and hearing by the Word of God.” (Romans 10:17)
· IF WE CONTINUALLY APPLY THE WISDOM IN THE WORD OF GOD TO OUR LIVES WE WILL REMAIN STRONG DURING THE TRIALS OF LIFE. 
· Jesus Himself said,

“Therefore, whoever hears these sayings of Mine, and does them, I will liken him to a wise man who built his house on the rock; and the rain descended, the floods came, and the winds blew and beat on that house; and it did not fall, for it was founded on the rock.

But everyone who hears these sayings of Mine, and does not do them, will be like a foolish man who built his house on the sand; and the rain descended, the floods came, and the winds blew and beat on that house; and it fell. And great was its fall.” (Matthew 7:24-27)
· CONTINUALLY MEDITATING ON THE WORD OF GOD HELPS TO TRANSFORM US MORE AND MORE INTO THE IMAGE OF CHRIST AND TO KEEP OUR THINKING KINGDOM MINDED

· MEDITATING ON THE WORD OF GOD HELPS US TO PROSPER IN OUR CHRISTIAN WALK AND TO LEAD AN OVERCOMING LIFE. 
The Lord said to Joshua before he was about to lead the Children of Israel into the Promised Land,

“Only be strong and very courageous, that you may observe to do according to all the law which Moses My servant commanded you; do not turn from it to the right hand or to the left, that you may prosper wherever you go. (Joshua 1:7)
“This Book of the Law shall not depart from your mouth, but you shall meditate in it day and night, that you may observe to do according to all that is written in it.  For then you will make your way prosperous, and then you will have good success.” (Joshua 1:8)

Jesus said, “If you abide in My word you are My disciples indeed.  And you shall know the truth, and the truth shall make you free.” (John 8:31-32)

· THE WORD OF GOD ALSO HELPS TO ADDRESS AREAS IN OUR LIFE WHICH NEED TO BE CHANGED TO HELP US TO GROW IN CHRISTLIKE CHARACTER. In the book of Hebrews we read,
“For the word of God is living and powerful, and sharper than any two-edged sword, piercing even to the division of soul and spirit, and of joints and marrow, and is a discerner of the thoughts and intents of the heart.” (Hebrews 4:12)

· AS WE SPEND TIME IN THE WORD OF GOD, WE ALSO RECEIVE GUIDANCE AND DIRECTION FOR MAKING RIGHT CHOICES IN LIFE. The choices that we make in life today have the potential to impact us for many years. We need God’s wisdom to make right choices. In the book of Psalms we read, “Your word is a lamp to my feet and a light to my path.” (Psalm 119:105)

The Apostle Paul wrote, “All Scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness, that the man of God may be complete, thoroughly equipped for every good work.” (2 Timothy 3:16-17)

BUILDING OUR LIFE ON THE WORD OF GOD HELPS US TO REMAIN STRONG AND COMMITTED IN OUR CHRISTIAN WALK
3) ALWAYS MAINTAINING A SIMPLE CHILDLIKE DEPENDENCE ON GOD 

· Because God is faithful we can absolutely trust Him in every area of our life
· God’s ways are far higher than our ways. In the book of Isaiah we read,

“For My thoughts are not your thoughts, Nor are your ways My ways,” says the LORD. For as the heavens are higher than the earth, So are My ways higher than your ways, And My thoughts than your thoughts.” (Isaiah 55:8-9)

GOD KNOWS HIS PLAN FOR OUR LIFE
GOD ALSO KNOWS WHAT WE NEED IN LIFE

WE MUST SIMPLY CHOOSE TO MAINTAIN AN ONGOING TRUST IN THE LORD AND ONGOING COMMITMENT TO JUST DO WHAT JESUS TELLS US TO DO

Involving the LORD in all that we do in life helps us to fulfil God’s plan for our life and to finish our Christian walk strongly. The Apostle Paul wrote,

“Pray without ceasing,” (1 Thessalonians 5:17)
MAINTAINING A LIFESTYLE OF PRAYER AND OBEDIENCE, HELPS US NOT TO DEVIATE AWAY FROM GOD’S BEST PLAN FOR OUR LIFE

· God has a great love for every person and as Christians we can be assured that He wants the best for each and every one of us

· As Christians we need to have a simple childlike trust in the Lord and just do what Jesus tells us to do

· Knowing the will of God for our life is crucial to leading a life of fruitfulness. The Apostle Paul wrote,

“See then that you walk circumspectly, not as fools but as wise, redeeming the time, because the days are evil. Therefore do not be unwise, but understand what the will of the Lord is.” (Ephesians 5:15-17)
· SPENDING TIME WITH THE LORD IS THE KEY TO KNOWING THE WILL OF GOD FOR OUR LIFE. As we delight ourselves in the Lord, He gives us the desires of our heart (Psalm 37:4)
· Spending time with the Lord helps us to grow in our love for God and in knowing His great love for us

· If we continually stay close to the Lord and commit our plans to Him He will direct our steps in life.

· We must never lose our simple childlike trust in the Lord. In the book of Proverbs we read,

“Trust in the LORD with all your heart, And lean not on your own understanding; In all your ways acknowledge Him, And He shall direct your paths.” (Proverbs 3:5-6)
4) BEING COMMITTED TO FULFILLING GOD’S PLAN FOR OUR LIFE AND TO LIVING FOR THE LORD

· We must be simply committed to following God’s plan for our life and to never giving up on what He has called us to do in life (At times we need to get away with the Lord to strengthen our vision and to gain a clearer perspective of what God has called us to do in life)
· We need to be like Jesus who was committed to following His Fathers plan for Him here on earth.

· In the gospel of John we read what Jesus said at the beginning of His ministry here on earth,
“...“My food is to do the will of Him who sent Me, and to finish His work.” (John 4:34)

· As he neared the time of His returning to His Father in Heaven Jesus said in His prayer to His Father,

“I have glorified You on earth. I have finished the work which You have given Me to do.” (John 17:3-4)

· Like the Apostle Paul we want to be able to say at the end of our life here on earth, I have finished the race. The Apostle Paul wrote,

“I have fought the good fight, I have finished the race, I have kept the faith. Finally, there is laid up for me the crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous Judge will give to me on that Day, and not to me only but also to all who have loved His appearing.” (2 Timothy 4:8-9)

· Like the Apostle Paul we must be simply committed to finishing our Christian walk strongly
